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Start using COMET-Planner 

This document is intended to guide users through using the COMET-Planner tool and introduce 

the tool and links to supplemental documentation. 

What resources will you need? 

 Internet Connection 

 Updated Web browser  

 PDF Viewer 

 CSV viewer 

 

Currently the COMET-Planner tool is only available in California, but will be parametrized for 

the lower 48 states very soon.  The COMET-Planner tool is designed to provide generalized 

estimates of greenhouse gas impacts of conservation practices and is intended for initial 

planning purposes.  

1. To begin go to www.comet-planner.com.   

2. Four steps will need to be completed to generate a report on the COMET-Planner tool. 

The tool is web based, and can be accessed anywhere that you have an internet 

connection.  

3. The first step is naming the project, selecting the state and county of the farm or ranch.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.comet-planner.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvOGivFLX9klViSpSNYVqdw/videos
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/national/home/
http://www.colostate.edu/
http://www.facebook.com/COMETFarmTool
https://twitter.com/CometFarm
http://www.comet-planner.com/
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4. Select the land use category from the options in “Step 2”. Upon clicking on the icon the 

conservation practices standards associated with the land use category will appear in 

the table of “Step 3”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. When the CPS is clicked on in the Conservation Practice Standard list, the definition of 

implantation will appear to the right.  To select the CPS, click on the practice in the 

Conservation Practice Implementation table. 

a. Multiple conservation practices can be selected by repeating “Step 2” and “Step 

3” on the COMET-Planner tool. 

b. The negative icon located to the left of the Conservation Practice 

Implementation indicates that the CPS has been selected and is added to the 

NRCS Conservation Practices Table in “Step 4”. 

http://www.comet-planner.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvOGivFLX9klViSpSNYVqdw/videos
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/national/home/
http://www.colostate.edu/
http://www.facebook.com/COMETFarmTool
https://twitter.com/CometFarm
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6. When all the CPS have been selected, move to Step 4 and enter the acreage for each 

one in the table. After acreage is entered, values will appear to the right in the table.  

http://www.comet-planner.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvOGivFLX9klViSpSNYVqdw/videos
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/national/home/
http://www.colostate.edu/
http://www.facebook.com/COMETFarmTool
https://twitter.com/CometFarm
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a. Values are reported as positive or negative values. Positive values indicate that 

there is a reduction of emissions or a sequestration may occur. Negative values 

indicate a loss of carbon or increased emissions of greenhouse gases.  

b.   You may also see “N.E.2” in the table, which indicates that values were not 

estimated due to limited data on reduction of greenhouse gas emissions from 

this practice.   

7. You will see values reported for Carbon Dioxide, Nitrous Oxide and Methane. On the far 

right column of the table, the values are totaled and reported in Total CO2-Equvialent.  

8. Values for all the CPS are totaled at the bottom of the table.  

9. You can download and print a report by clicking on the “Download and Print COMET-

Planner Results” button located at the bottom right of the table.  

10. Below the value table, you will find more information on how value estimates were 

calculated.  

a. Each conservation practice that was selected will be listed with its Emission 

Reduction Coefficient (ERC). 

b. There is a link to the COMET-Planner companion report located at the top of the 

table. The report covers detailed descriptions of quantification methods 

implemented in the COMET-Planner tool.   

11. At the bottom of the table, you will find a link to the COMET-Farm tool to perform a 

more detailed site-specific analysis of your farm or ranch.  

 Features found throughout COMET-Planner 

 COMET-Planner is designed so the user can evaluate CPS in four simple steps on one page.   

 Helpful tips  

 Use the navigation buttons provided within the COMET-Planner tool to navigate. Using the “back” or 

“forward” buttons of the web browser can cause data loss. 

 COMET-Planner is a great starting point to evaluate how NRCS CPS can impact greenhouse emissions and 

carbons sequestration. For a more detailed analysis of your farm or ranch visit www.comet-farm.com.  
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